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Introduction

About this session
• Aims of our session:
• To discuss the migration and refugee crisis in Europe/the EU, the EU’s response to the crisis and the
situation in CEE region/Poland in this context, the consequences and the challenges posed by the
crisis
• To reflect on the situation of asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants in Europe/the EU and/or CEE
region/Poland and how to change it
• To think about the public attitudes towards asylum seekers, refugees and immigrants in Europe/the
EU and/or CEE region/Poland and how to change it

• To achieve our aims let us:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Share our knowledge and (professional and personal) experience
Co-create knowledge and materials covering the scope of our session
Respect each other
Have an open mind and present our position/approach/opinion in a cultural and appropriate way
Cooperate as a whole group, sub-groups or pairs during different activities
Look for different solutions, analyse them and work out a common position through negotiations

Marta Pachocka – moderator and facilitator
• PhD in Economics (International Relations)
• Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Studies,
Collegium of Socio-Economics, Warsaw School of Economics &
Holder of Jean Monnet Module EUMIGRO
• Assistant Professor at the Centre of Migration Research, University
of Warsaw
• E-mail contact: mpachoc@sgh.waw.pl
• Website: eumigro.eu

What is EUMIGRO?
• Title: Jean Monnet Module on the European Union and the Contemporary
International Migration – an Interdisciplinary Approach
• Programme: Erasmus+ Programme of the EU, Jean Monnet Activities,
Jean Monnet Module
• Period: September 2016 – August 2019
• Scope:

• a 3-year short teaching programme in the field of EU studies at the SGH Warsaw
School of Economics
• the situation in the EU and its member states concerning the issues connected
with contemporary international migration and asylum, as well as related
policies

• Website: eumigro.eu

Participants – main actors and contributors
1. Could you please introduce yourself, including your profile, experience
and interests?
2. Why did you decide to participate in this workshop?
3. How would you like to contribute to this session?
4. Do you have any migration/asylum-related knowledge and experience?
5. What do you know about the migration and refugee situation/crisis in
Europe/the EU and CEE region/Poland?
6. What is (if any) your personal/professional experience concerning this
situation/crisis? Can you share it with us?

Migration and refugee
crisis in Europe?
Discussion

Hints
• Please carefully follow the material you will see now and take
some notes if necessary.
• This material will help you to complete different tasks during this
session.

(Im)migration/migrant crisis
Refugee crisis

Mixed migration crisis
Asylum crisis
Humanitarian crisis
Solidarity crisis
Political crisis

Geographical scope
of the crisis?

Multidimensional crisis?

What kind of crisis?
EU crisis

European crisis

Mediterranean
crisis

More than 1.8 million detections
of illegal border-crossing between
BCPs along the EU external borders
in 2015 (a 6-fold increase when
compared with 2014).
Three migratory routes to the EU
of key importance due to the
highest number of arrivals:
1. Eastern Mediterranean route
(885.4 thousand), mostly the
arrivals on the Greek islands of
the Aegean Sea
2. Western Balkan route (764
thousand) with most cases
detected mainly on Hungary’s
and Croatia’s borders with
Serbia
3. Central Mediterranean route
(154 thousand)
Many cases of illegal entry to the
EU were not detected and not
recorded.
Moreover, many migrants lost their
lives or went missing while
attempting to reach Europe.

Source: Frontex, Annual Risk Analysis 2016.

More than 0.5 million detections
of illegal border-crossing between
BCPs along the EU external
borders in 2016 (1.8 milion in
2015).
Three migratory routes to the EU
of key importance due to the
highest number of arrivals:
1. Eastern Mediterranean route
(182.3 thousand)
2. Central Mediterranean route
(181.5 thousand)
3. Western Balkan route (130.1
thousand)
As in 2015:
1. Many cases of illegal entry to
the EU were not detected and
not recorded.
2. Moreover, many migrants lost
their lives or went missing
while attempting to reach
Europe.

Source: Frontex, Annual Risk Analysis 2017.

• More than 0.2 million
detections
of
illegal
border-crossing
between
BCPs along the EU external
borders in 2016 (1.8 milion
in 2015).
• Two main migratory routes
to the EU due to the highest
number of arrivals:
1. Central
Mediterranean
route (119 thousand)
2. Eastern
Mediterranean
route (42.3 thousand)
• As in 2016:
1. Many cases of illegal entry
to the EU were not
detected
and
not
recorded.
2. Moreover, many migrants
lost their lives or went
missing while attempting
to reach Europe.

Source: Frontex, Annual Risk Analysis 2018.

Source: Frontex, Annual Risk
Analysis, 2016, 2017, 2018.

Number of (non-EU)
asylum seekers in the EU
and EFTA Member States,
2015 and 2016 (thousands
of first time applicants)

Source: Eurostat,
explained: Asylum
2017.

Statistics
statistics,

Number of (non-EU)
asylum seekers in the EU
and EFTA Member States,
2016 and 2017 (thousands
of first time applicants)

Source: Eurostat, Statistics
explained: Asylum statistics,
2018.

Source:
European
Parliament,
2018,
http://www.eur
oparl.europa.eu
/external/html/
welcomingeurop
e/default_en.ht
m (20.07.2018).

Source:
European
Parliament,
2018,
http://www.eur
oparl.europa.eu
/external/html/
welcomingeurop
e/default_en.ht
m (20.07.2018).

Source:
European
Parliament,
2018,
http://www.eur
oparl.europa.eu
/external/html/
welcomingeurop
e/default_en.ht
m (20.07.2018).

The EU’s response to the crisis
and its context
• Chapter 2 „Policies on border checks, asylum and immigration” of the Title V „Area of freedom,
security and justice” of the TFEU identifies there (sub-)policies, respectively focused on:
immigration, asylum and border management and control.
• These policies are a part of the area of freedom, security and justice, which is subject to shared
competence between the EU and the Member States (art. 4 par. 2 (j) TFEU).
• The EU policy was not prepared to respond to the crisis.
• The European Commission proposed a comprehensive EU approach in “The European Agenda on
Migration” (EAM) in May 2015 which was followed by detailed solutions and implementation
packages.

• The aim of the EAM:
• “to build up a coherent and comprehensive approach to reap the benefits and address the challenges
deriving from migration”.

• The Agenda clearly indicated key boundary conditions for an effective EU approach to the crisis
that were:
• the transition from dispersed national actions to joint EU response with the respect to the principle
of solidarity and a cooperation of different stakeholders at various levels combining common efforts.

The EU’s response to the crisis
and its context
• The relocation and resettlement schemes were proposed under the
Commission’s Agenda as part of immediate steps to be taken by the EU
and its members.
• The aim of the relocation mechanism: to transfer asylum seekers
arriving in large numbers to the EU from the most affected EU countries
such as Italy and Greece to other MS in accordance with the distribution
key.
• The aim of the resettlement mechanism: to provide safe and legal
transfer of an increasing number of people in need of international
protection from third countries to the EU.

The EU’s response to the crisis
and its context
„In the event of one or more Member States being confronted with an emergency situation
characterised by a sudden inflow of nationals of third countries, the Council, on a proposal from
the Commission, may adopt provisional measures for the benefit of the Member State(s)
concerned. It shall act after consulting the European Parliament”.
(article 78(3) TFEU)

„The policies of the Union set out in this Chapter and their implementation shall be governed by
the principle of solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility, including its financial implications,
between the Member States. Whenever necessary, the Union acts adopted pursuant to this
Chapter shall contain appropriate measures to give effect to this principle”.
(article 80 TFEU)

European Council meeting (28 June 2018) –
Conclusions

Warm-up activities

Task 1: Video and discussion
• Video – discussion:
• Inside Story: Migrants or refugees?, Al Jazeera English, 2015:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IAPY0MZFmM0&t=1084s
• Could you please discuss in pairs/ groups the following questions and take
notes to be ready to present your feedback.
1. What are the key terms in use in these videos?
2. What are the main problems/issues raised in the video?
3. What are the main conclusions from the discussion held in the video?

• Additional videos:
1. Alexander Betts, What if we helped refugees to help themselves?,
TEDxVienna, 2015
2. Dace Dzenovska, Refugees in Europe: a crisis of connection,
TEDxRiga, 2015

Task 2: Vocabulary
• You have a list of selected key terms in
the field of migration and related issues
as well as several definitions taken from
„Asylum and Migration Glossary 3.0”,
published by the European Migration
Network (EMN) in 2014.
• Please match the terms with correct
definitions.
• There are more terms than definitions as
one definition may fit to more than one
term.

Source: author’s own elaboration based on: European Migration Network, Asylum
and Migration Glossary 3.0, Brussels, October 2014.

Selected key terms
13.

illegal migrant

1.

alien

14.

immigrant

2.

applicant for asylum

15.

3.

application for asylum

international
protection

4.

applicant for
international
protection

16.

irregular migrant

17.

migrant

18.

migrant in an irregular
situation

5.

asylum

6.

asylum applicant

19.

migration

7.

asylum seeker

20.

nationality

8.

citizenship

21.

refugee

9.

economic migrant

22.

third-country national

10.

emigrant

23.

unauthorized migrant

11.

forced migrant

24.

12.

foreigner

undocumented
migrant

In the global context, movement of a person either
across an international border (international
migration), or within a state (internal migration) for
more than one year irrespective of the causes,
voluntary or involuntary, and the means, regular or
irregular, used to migrate.
In the EU context, the action by which a person
either: (i) establishes their usual residence in the
territory of a Member State for a period that is, or is
expected to be, of at least 12 months, having
previously been usually resident in another Member
State or a third country; or (ii) having previously
been usually resident in the territory of a Member
State, ceases to have their usual residence in that
Member State for a period that is, or is expected to
be, of at least 12 months.

migration

In the global context, a person
who is not a national (native
or citizen) of a given State.
In the EU context, a person
who is not a national of a
Member State of the European
Union.

alien
foreigner

The particular legal bond
between an individual and
their State, acquired by birth
or naturalisation, whether by
declaration, choice, marriage
or other means according to
national legislation.

citizenship
nationality

Any person who is not a
citizen of the European Union
within the meaning of Art.
20(1) of TFEU and who is not a
person enjoying the European
Union right to free movement,
as defined in Art. 2(5) of the
Schengen Borders Code.

third-country
national (TCN)

A person who leaves their
country of origin purely for
economic reasons that are not
in any way related to the
refugee definition, in order to
seek material improvements in
their livelihood.

economic migrant

A person subject to a migratory
movement in which an element of
coercion exists, including threats to
life and livelihood, whether arising
from natural or man-made causes
(e.g. movements of refugees and
internally displaced persons as well
as people displaced by natural or
environmental disasters, chemical or
nuclear disasters, famine or
development projects).

forced migrant

In the global context, a resident
(national or alien) departing or exiting
from one State intending to remain
abroad for a period exceeding one year.
In the EU context, a person who, having
previously been usually resident in the
territory of a Member State, ceases to
have their usual residence in that
Member State for a period that is, or is
expected to be, of at least 12 months.

emigrant

In the global context, a person who is outside the
territory of the State of which they are nationals or
citizens and who has resided in a foreign country for
more than one year irrespective of the causes,
voluntary or involuntary, and the means, regular or
irregular, used to migrate.
In the EU context, a person who either:
1. establishes their usual residence in the territory
of an EU Member State for a period that is, or is
expected to be, of at least 12 months, having
previously been usually resident in another Member
State or a third country;
2. having previously been usually resident in the
territory of an EU Member State, ceases to have
their usual residence in that Member State for a
period that is, or is expected to be, of at least 12
months.

migrant

In the global context, a person who, owing to
irregular entry, breach of a condition of entry
or the expiry of their legal basis for entering
and residing, lacks legal status in a transit or
host country.
In the EU context, a third-country national
present on the territory of a Schengen State
who does not fulfil, or no longer fulfils, the
conditions of entry as set out in the Schengen
Borders Code, or other conditions for entry,
stay or residence in that Member State.

irregular migrant
illegal migrant
migrant in an irregular situation
unauthorized migrant
undocumented migrant

In the global context, a non-resident
(both national or alien) arriving in a
State with the intention to remain for a
period exceeding a year.
In the EU context, a person who
establishes their usual residence in the
territory of a Member State for a period
that is, or is expected to be, of at least
12 months, having previously been
usually resident in another Member
State or a third country.

immigrant

In the global context, the actions by the
international community on the basis of
international law, aimed at protecting
the fundamental rights of a specific
category of persons outside their
countries of origin, who lack the national
protection of their own countries.
In the EU context, protection that
encompasses refugee status and
subsidiary protection status.

international
protection

A third-country national or a stateless
person who has made an application for
international protection in respect of
which a final decision has not yet been
taken.

applicant
for international protection

A form of protection given by a State on
its territory, based on the principle of
non-refoulement and internationally or
nationally recognized refugee rights and
which is granted to a person who is
unable to seek protection in their
country of citizenship and / or
residence, in particular for fear of being
persecuted for reasons of race, religion,
nationality, membership of a particular
social group or political opinion.

asylum

In the global context, a person who
seeks safety from persecution or serious
harm in a country other than their own
and awaits a decision on the application
for refugee status under relevant
international and national instruments.
In the EU context, a person who has
made an application for protection
under the Geneva Convention in respect
of which a final decision has not yet
been taken.

asylum seeker
asylum applicant
applicant for asylum

An application made by a foreigner
or a stateless person which can be
understood as a request for
protection under the Geneva
Convention of 1951 or national
refugee law.

application for asylum

In the global and EU contexts, either a person who, owing to a
well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion,
nationality, political opinion or membership of a particular
social group, is outside the country of nationality and is unable
or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail themselves of the
protection of that country, or a stateless person, who, being
outside of the country of former habitual residence for the
same reasons as mentioned before, is unable or, owing to such
fear, unwilling to return to it.

refugee

Task 3: Quiz

• Read carefully questions in your Quiz and
choose only one correct answer to each
question. Use your general knowledge and
additional materials.

Question 1
• In case of which migratory route to the EU the most detections of
illegal border-crossing between border crossing points (BCPs) at
the EU external borders were registered in 2010?
A. Central Mediterranean route
B. Eastern Mediterranean route
C. Western Mediterranean route

Question 2
• What was the total number of illegal entries between border
crossing points (BCPs) to the EU territory in 2013?
A. 104.1 thousand
B. 107.4 thousand
C. 141.1 thousand

Question 3
• According to the UNHCR, there were more than one million
arrivals by the Mediterranean Sea to Europe in …
A.
B.
C.
D.

2013
2014
2015
2016

Question 4
• What nationals have been the third top nationality in total
numbers coming to Europe through the Mediterranean Sea for the
first seven-eight months of 2015?
A. Afghans
B. Eritreans
C. Syrians

Question 5
• In the EU context, a person who, having previously been usually
resident in the territory of a Member State, ceases to have their
usual residence in that Member State for a period that is, or is
expected to be, of at least 12 months, is:
A.
B.
C.
D.

Emigrant
Immigrant
International migrant
Refugee

Question 6
• In the global context, a person who seeks safety from persecution
or serious harm in a country other than their own and awaits a
decision on the application for refugee status under relevant
international and national instruments, is:
A.
B.
C.
D.

Asylum seeker
Asylum applicant
Applicant for asylum
A-B-C correct

Question 7
• The United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees
was approved in Geneva in:
A.
B.
C.
D.

1945
1951
1961
1967

Question 8
• In 2017, the number of member states of the European Union was:
A.
B.
C.
D.

25 states
27 states
28 states
29 states

Question 9
• In 2015, the number of submitted applications for international
protection in the EU countries was……million:
A.
B.
C.
D.

1
1.3
1.5
2

Question 10
• „To transfer asylum seekers arriving in large numbers to the EU
from the most affected EU countries such as Italy and Greece to
other MS in accordance with the distribution key” is the aim of:
A.
B.
C.

Resettlement mechanism
Relocation scheme
Return policy

Task 4: Discussion
• In pairs please assess if the following
sources of information about migration
can be generally considered correct
and reliable. Put Y for yes, N for no, ID
for it depends. Please be ready to
present your opinion and justify it.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Academic books
Articles in scientific journals
Blogs
Conference
papers
presentations
Government’s websites

6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

and

Leaflets of unknown authors
Newspapers
Official websites of international
organizations / NGOs
Reports and other publications of
international organizations/ NGOs
Research monographs
Research results
Statistical databases
Teaching handbooks

Task 4: Discussion
• What sources of information about migration, asylum and crisis do
you encounter/use in your daily life/work?
• Why these sources?
• What criteria do you use in their selection (if any)?
• How would you assess their reliability?
• Give us some examples and comment on them.

To learn more…

Task 5: Group work
• Work in groups of 5-6 persons.
• There are two topics to be covered. Choose one of them:
1.

2.

What are everyday challenges and problems that refugees and immigrants are
facing in a new country. How to support them in their integration process?
Who is responsible for this? What are some good examples and practices you
know? Suggest actions that can be taken to facilitate integration efforts in
Poland.
What are public attitudes towards refugees and immigrants in Europe/the EU,
your country of residence and in Poland? How to explain them? What can be
their causes? Propose some actions to counteract anti-immigration and antirefugee attitudes in Poland.

• Cooperate with your Polish colleagues on this to situate it in the local
context ☺.

Task 6: Group work
• Work in groups of 5-6 persons.
• Imagine that you are a group of experts (please select one
option):
• of the UNHCR/IOM,
• of the European Union (EC, EASO, etc.),
• of the government of one of the EU Member States (e.g. Greek/ Polish/
Italian government, etc.),
• of the NGO’s specializing in migration-related issues,
• of the European think tank specializing in migration-related issues,
• of the international research network/association in the area of migration.

Task 6: Group work
• You are asked to prepare a short statement for the press conference.
• 1. present your group briefly (your profile, aims, priorities, etc.),
• 2. describe the recent migration and refugee situation in the European Union,
• 3. explain if, why and since when the EU has been facing a crisis (and what
crisis – migration/ refugee/ asylum, etc.),
• 4. present some solutions to this situation/crisis,
• 5. give some recommendations.

• Take into consideration the aims, priorities, tools and perspective of the
stakeholder you represent (EU, national government, NGO, UNHCR, IOM,
research network, scientific association, etc.).
• Please use your general knowledge and additional materials.

Task 7: Reading and discussion
• Read the following paper: Natalia Krzyżanowska, Michał Krzyżanowski, ‘Crisis’ and
Migration in Poland: Discursive Shifts, Anti-Pluralism and the Politicisation of
Exclusion, „Sociology” 2018, Volume: 52 issue: 3.
• Discuss in pairs/groups the following questions concerning the above-mentioned
paper.
1.

2.
3.
4.

What do authors mean by „a crisis” in their paper? How do they refer it to the situation in
Poland today and in the past?
What do authors mean by „two important discursive shifts” mentioned in their paper? What are
these shifts? Why do they matter?
How to describe Poland’s approach to the refugee crisis in Europe? How to explain increasing
anti-immigrant and anti-refugee attitudes in Polish society? What are their roots?
What is the role of national media in the public debate on migration in Poland?

Task 8: Reading and discussion
• Read the following paper: Witold Klaus, ‘Security First: The
New Right-Wing Government in Poland and its Policy
towards Immigrants and Refugees, „Surveillance &
Society” 2017, Volume: 15 no: 3/4.
• Discuss in pairs/groups the following questions concerning
the above-mentioned paper.
1. What is the attitude/approach of the ruling party in Poland towards
migrants/ refugees/ foreignes? How are they perceived? Please provide some
examples.
2. How does it affect the policy towards migrants/ refugees/ foreignes? Please
provide some examples.
3. What is your main lesson learnt from this paper?

Thank you for your attention!
Marta Pachocka
mpachoc@sgh.waw.pl

